AV ETITTITITIT G,

]

Creative Wri Course




Session overview

Week 5 — Using Real Genealogy in Fiction

* Review previous task

» Choosing the right records for the story

 Balancing fact and fiction

 Past or present reveal?

 Being creative with the records

* DNA

« Assignment: write a scene where your protagonist uses a
genealogical record to push the case forward
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The alphaDictionary Historical Dictionary of American Slang presents a unique way for
studying slang. It contains over 2200 slang words with the centuries in which they were first
printed. The dates were taken from the Oxford English Dictionary, the Online Etymological
Dictionary, or the earliest occurrences our editors can remember in the case of recent terms.
(If you are not sure what slang is, click here.)

The dictionary can be searched for slang words, their meanings, and dates.

To find a specific slang word, type it in the "Word" box.
To access all the slang terms meaning "to leave®, type Leave in the "Search" box.
To access all slang originating in the 1920s, just type in 1920 in the "Beginning Year" field.

To limit any search to specific years, add the beginning and ending years in the
appropriate boxes.

To eliminate off-color words referring to sex and drugs, click the "Clean” button. If you
wish off-color terms included, click "Full".

For an example of how the search engine works, click here.

We have eliminated most four-letter and drug related words but we have kept a few
euphemisms. If we missed your favorite slang words, or if you have any other suggestions,
please let us know through our contact page.

Do you like our Slang Dictionary?
You will probably like these other features of our website.
. _S_Iﬂg ngeratio_n Ch_eckug



Using dialogue...

Chapter One

8th September 1900, Galveston City, Galveston Island, Texas, USA

The city of Galveston sat serenely under a brilliant and clear September sky. Known as the Wall Street of the South, this wealthy city was a bustling hive of activity. In direct contrast to the
sleepy bayous on Texas’s opposite southern shore, each of the port’s wharves [how many?| were heaving, Fishermen along the piers hauled in their nets for the final time of the day, as
long lines of dock-workers emptied the last bales of cottonlis this right?] from horse-drawn trolleys onto the awaiting steamships. A few streets behind the port, along this twenty-seven-
mile spit of land, well-dressed Victorians strolled the city’s lively centre, conversations blending with the calls of street vendors and the distant hum of passing trolleys and carts.

On the opposite side of the island, past several neat blocks of elegant and smart homes, was a narrow strip of sandy beach which faced the vast, open Gulf of Mexico. Despite being just
under three miles from the busy port on the north of the island, the beach on the south was tranquil, with only a murmur of a sea breeze wafting over the balconies of the beach-front
properties. One building, standing alone on the shore was St Mary’s Orphanage, a three-storey wooden structure that housed ninety-three of the city’s abandoned children. Standing on
the balcony of the second floor was sixteen-year-old Ernest Gorton. As he tried to do for a short moment each day, Ernest tucked himself out of sight of the main dormitory,
giving himself a view of the wide ocean. The sea was calm with foamy waves gently unrolling on the sandy beach just thirty yards from the orphanage. Ernest was tall and
broad for his age. His clothes--grey trousers, a dirty white shirt—were tight on him, but, as the eldest boy here there was nobody else to pass clothes down to him and the
nuns [is that how they would be described?] had made it quite clear that because his time at the orphanage would soon be ending, there would be no new clothes for him.
His dark brown eyes scanned the horizon for any ships inbound to the island but there was nothing but the wide open sea.

‘Ernest!” came a sharp voice from inside the dormitory. He recognised the French bark instantly and turned to see Mother Gabriel standing with her hands on her
hips [need outfit description] glaring at him. ‘What do you think you’re doing?’

Ernest looked at the floor, which he should be sweeping right now. ‘Sorry, Mother [correct?],” he said.

‘You think because you are leaving us soon you don’t have to bother with your chores? Is this it?” she demanded, anger boiling up inside of her. She was sick and tired
of telling him. It wasn’t the fault of the nuns at the orphanage. No, she was certain that the cause of his wickedness was firmly rooted in the wayward parents who had
abandoned him at the orphanage gates as a tiny infant.

‘No, it isn’t that,” Ernest answered. ‘I was just-’

‘It’s just what? You are lazy? Or you want to get away from this island?’ she interjected, knowing that he held both of those feelings.
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‘Just what? You are lazy? Or you want to get away from this island?’ she interjected.

Mother Gabriel couldn’t contain her anger towards the boy. [etc, showing all interactions and dialogue from her perspective]



‘Violet, the woman introduced, extending her black-gloved hand to meet Elsies. “Violet
Christmas. Absurd name—you don’t need to say.’

I think it’s a lovely name,” Elsie said with a grin. ‘I’m Elsie—FElsie Danby...” She faltered at her
error. ‘Elsie Finch, she corrected, her face hot with a wash of embarrassment and shame at
forgetting.

Violet nodded her head in understanding,. ‘Like that, is it?’

‘My husband—Iaurie—he’s missing in action. Lost at Dunkirk.’

‘I'm sorry to hear that,” Violet said. ‘And now you want to do your bit for your country?’

‘Yes, I suppose so, Elsie mumbled. She looked up and met Violet’s dark, almond eyes. ‘Actually,
no. I’'m doing it entirely for selfish reasons: I'm dying a terrible death of boredom at home and I can’t
stand it for a moment longer.’

Violet laughed another of her throaty laughs. ‘Well, good for you, Elsie Finch. Perhaps it’s wise,
though, to keep that little admission quiet when you get inside.’

‘Oh, don’t you worry, it'll be King, country and Empire when I get in there. Plus a heavy dose of
this — she fluttered her eyelashes—‘and maybe even a bit of #his’ — she puffed her chest into the air
like a boastful pigeon.

‘Elsie Finch, I rather like you,” Violet declared. ‘Smoke?’

‘Absolutely,” Elsie said, taking the proffered cigarette.

At last, the queue began to move and, embracing the comfort of the cigarette between her lips,
Elsie began to relax again. “‘What about you?” she enquired. ‘Are you married?’

‘God, no,” Violet answered flatly. ‘Never. The very idea of one man for all of eternity doesn’t bear
thinking about.’

A slight movement in the queue and the horn beep from an appreciative man in an Austin Seven
placed a chasm in the conversation until Violet asked, ‘Are you local?’

‘Sussex, middle of nowhere. You?’

Surrey, middle of nowhere.’
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Great Britain, Royal Aero Club Aviators’ "
Certificates, 1910-1950 :

EMMETT Alexander

CLETS M | | Match all terms exactly Browse this collection

To browse this image set, select from
First & Middle Name(s) Last Name

the options below.
Alexander Emmett

[ Exact...

" Born 304, Juane, 1927,

Nationality British
Media Type Rank, Regiment, Profession J ournalist

| Exact... Choose... - Certificate taken on Miles Hawker Trainer
Day Month Year Location At London Aeroplane Clubd

First Letter of Last Name
) Date 10th,June, 1948,
Birth v v e.g. London, England » - :

v

Any Event  —— — — e.g. London, England Surname Range

v
Keyword

ar Port Said, Egypt

e.g. teacher or "Tower of London"~

-

Related data collections
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He pushed open the thick-set door and stepped inside the church. Like many from this period,
it was decorated in the Gothic style, with hood-moulded, stained-glass windows, the most
impressive being that which was situated high above the altar. As Morton studied the window,
there was movement in his peripheral vision. He turned with a smile to see a tall man wearing a
Farrier?’ he gteeted, extending his hand forwards. John Crutchley.’

Morton shook his hand. “Thank you for meeting me. I much appreciate it.’
‘No problem at all. We get quite a few visitors from around the wotld, searching for their

relatives; usually from America and Canada. It was the baptism and burial register you were after,
wasn’t it?’ the rector asked.

“Yes, that’s right. Baptisms for around 1927 and burials for 1944,” Morton confirmed.

‘Okay, well, they’re just over here,” he said, crossing behind the several rows of wooden pews
which ran the length of the nave towards the altar. In the side aisle, the rector removed a maroon
cloth, revealing a long metal trunk. “The parish chest,” he declared with a grin.

‘Wow,” Morton said, impressed at the wonderful old chest, the only modern part of which
were two shiny metal padlocks that the vicar set about unlocking. Having removed the padlocks,

he swung open the lid of the ornate trunk.
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When and
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November
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Harlow

Name and surname

James
Reynolds

{Male| 16
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at Li « Inn House, but now engaged
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Mary Richardson, age 31, height 5ft 5in, complexion pale, hair and eyes brown, nose rather long
and hooked. Calls herself a journalist. This woman has been convicted several times of wilfully
damaging the windows of public buildings, etc. Her last conviction was for damaging, with a
chopper, the ‘Rokeby Venus’ at the National Gallery.

Catherine Wilson, age 31, height 5ft lin, complexion fair, hair brown, eyes grey. Has been twice
convicted of wilfully damaging plate glass windows and once being found on enclosed premises
for an unlawful purpose, Le. she was found in the House of Commons in male attire with a riding
whip in her coat pocket.

Mary Lindsay, age about 24, height 5ft 6in, complexion pale, hair brown, eyes blue. Has been
convicted of assault; she assaulted Lord Weardale with a dog-whip. Rides as Joan of Arc in
suffragette processions.

Freda Graham, age about 26, height 5ft 6in, complexion fresh, hair and eyes brown. Has been
convicted of assault and was concerned in the outrage at the National Gallery when she damaged
five pictures. She has also thrown a bag of flour over a cabinet minister] During her last
imprisonment she is believed to have taken drugs to cause sickness and so procure her release, and
her health is now suffering from the results of an overdose.

Batten Poole, age about 23, height 5ft 5in, complexion fair, hair datk, eyes grey, slim build. In
close touch with the leaders of the Movement and took a leading part in the Deputation to
Buckingham Palace. She has undetgone a course of Ju-Jitsu and teaches it to members of Mrs
Pankhurst’s ‘bodyguard’.

And then she appeared.

qrace Emmerson, age about 37, height 5ft 4in, complexion fresh, hair light brown, eyes brown.
Lived with the leaders of the Brighton WSPU and was active locally. Convicted of assaulting the
Prime Minister during the 1911 incursion on Downing Street. Has not been seen actively since
February 1911.
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speciw ; e -
mm;[:heen convieted six times of obstruction and damage and is likely to comy
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Jargely to the W.S.P.U. Her father, Dr. Wharry, resides in Cornwall.

(16) Mary Lindsay (alias May Gibbs) (4725-14), age about 24, height
5 ft. 6 in., complexion pale, hair brown, eyes blue.

as been twice convicted of assault; she assaulted Lord Weardale with a dog-
whip. Rides as Joan of Are in Suffragette processions.

(17) Victor Duval (M. 19434), age 26, height 5 ff. 8 in., complexion pale,

hair fair, eyes grey, well built. : i
This man is the manager of a motor car company carryi : \

No. 18, Buckingham Street, W.C., where the Men’s Polm

Suffrage have offices. He is in close touch with the women and supplies motor cars

fo them for various purposes. Has been convieted of assault, &e. d

(18) Jane Short («lias Rachael Peace) (S. 168517), age 24, height
5 ft. 3 in., complexion fresh, hair brown, eyes blue. :

This woman is an embroidress by trade and has been employed by the W.S.P,
at a salary upon which she now entirely depends. She haspbez:degnvi‘:ﬁed si}:sgl
times of “-)!ful damage and was concerned with Mary Richardson (No. 7) in setting
fire and doing damage to the extent of 1,500, to a large unoceupied house at
Hampton, for which offence she was sentenced on 15.11.13, e Central Criminal
S,ourl., to 18 l:;)nths’S']mql labour. She is now in Holloway Prison, but may be
movemen,ttn{ VA ie is quite reckless as to what s on behalf of the
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Clitthavger!

“Yes,” she agreed, glancing down at whatever she had removed from the wall. ‘But you’ve stuck this up,
which says that Alexander died between 1941 and 1945

‘What?” Morton replied, reaching out for whatever was in her hand. She passed it over. It was the
indexes for deaths overseas. Morton laughed. ‘No, this is Alexandriz,” he explained. ‘She was his mother—’
he stopped talking when he saw what she had seen.

GRO Consular Death indices (1849 — 1965)

First names: Alexander
Sex: Male

Last Name: Emmett
Death year: 1944

Birth year: 1927

Type: Consular / Overseas
Country: Egypt

Place: Port Said

Page: 121

Age: 16

How had he missed #/a? He had missed it because he had been searching for Alexandria’s death and,
once found, he had printed the reference page from the indexes but not actually looked closely at it. It could,
of course, pertain to somebody else, but what really were the chances?

If, as he strongly suspected, Alexander Emmett had died in 1944, then who on earth was the real
identity of the man he had been researching?

Is that not him, then?’ Juliette questioned.

Morton nodded slowly. ‘I need to order the certificate to be sure, but...yes, I think it is.’

‘So,” Juliette began, gazing to the ceiling to clarify her thoughts, ‘the guy pretending to be Maurice
Duggan was actually also pretending to be Alexander Emmett. That right?’

It looks that way.’

‘So, who was he, really, then?’ she asked.

Morton shrugged. He had no words.
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History Timeline [edit! edit source ]

Galveston is a very low-lying area in Texas, the county seat being largely on an island, and thus it is vulnerable to weather disasters, mainly being hurricanes, and occasionally, tornadoes.

Therefore, unless the record or a duplicate copy or other item that recorded the same data was moved to an inland area prior to September 1900, it is likely the record was destroyed in the hurricane. One should check in nearby counties for
any such replications of any records from the Galveston area prior to 1900, such as neighboring counties, regional offices of churches, and other similar repositories, for records from this county. Galveston county courthouse records were

spared from destruction as they were kept in a vault that did survive.




Texas, U.S., Muster Roll Index Cards, 1838-1900

Name & Runk Smith’ Eo Co, PYt.
Search |:| Match all terms exactly Browse this collection c omm. Of R ei Char dt 3 F ° A . ; cap t *
First & Middie Namefg) Last Name To brcm_tse this image set, select from o l‘gan . company B ? HouSt on Li gllt Guar d ’ 1S t
the options below. R egt . TVG

| Qe Record ype Bolist: March 27, 1898 to March 29, 1898.

| Exact... | Choose...

" o e e Locaten Range Type Disch: Served 2 days at §l. per day.
= 25 | o il |

Military v v e.g. London, England ange 3

o o Remark R&F 52; served Mar, 27 to 29, 1898
Any Event |og.London,England | : at Houston, under writ ¢f Mayor H, R,
Keyword Related data collections Ricé, to suppress disturbances of

. = o | Republic of Texas Poll Lists for 1846 Street car Strike; 1 MR Mar. 29’ 1898;
&.g. teacher or “Tower of London™ T

Camp Travis, Texas, World War | Hous ton L]
Day Month Year
Records

Enlistment Date ‘ v ‘ | v | | This is an index of those in service of
Camp Travis, Texas in World War |

Clear search Texas, U.S., Marriage Index, 1824-2019
This database is a collection of

marriage indexes from the State of

Texas, USA, covering the years 1824-
2019.

Source Information

Ancestry.com. Texas, US., Muster Roll Index Cards, 1838-1900 [database on-line]. Provo, All Military in the Card Catalogue
UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2011.

Qriginal data: Civil War Muster Rolls index Cards (both Confederate and Union). Also

Texas State Rangers. Austin, Texas: Texas State Library and Archives Commission.

Civil War Battles
The following Civil War battles were fought in Galveston County.[®]

« October 4, 1862 - Galveston I
« January 1, 1863 - Galveston II
* Battles of the American Civil War[Z maps - filter by state or by battle name.




Newspapers | edit| edit source |

« w3newspapers[2-Texas Newspaper Index with links
+ Newslink 2-Texas Newspaper List (sorted by publication frequency)

« The Olden Times [ - Historic Texas News Online
+ Newspaperarchive.com 2 ($) has historical newspapers available on-line. Their database has Galveston newspapers® from the early 1800s that covered local news on Galveston County residents as well as residents from surrounding

counties.

+ Texas Digital Newspaper Program [ at The Portal to Texas History
s 1800s-Current Texas, U.S., Newspapers.com™ Stories and Events Index, 1800's-Current? at Ancestry — index & images ($)

Obituaries | edit | edit source |

« Galveston County Obituaries 2- TXGenWeb
+ USGenWeb Archives Obituary Project? - Texas
« Obituary Daily Times (2 - Citations to over 15,000,000 obituaries at Ancestry

Other Records |edit | edit source |
Periodicals [edit| edit source ]

Probate Records |edit! edit source |
Probate records of Texas counties were kept by the probate clerk, usually in "probate minutes."

+ See Texas Probate Records for more information.

1800-2000 Texas Wills and Probate Records (2 at Ancestry — index & images ($)
Search Tax, Criminal, Land and Wills Records®® at Ancestry ($)




Vital Records | edit | edit source ]

Vital Records of births, adoptions, marriages, divorces, and deaths were recorded on registers, certificates, and documents. Copies can be obtained from the County Clerk's office, or order certified copies online or by mail at the Texas Vital
Records State Department of Health [2. See Texas Vital Records for more information.

Birth [ edit| edit source |
* 1903-1935 Texas Birth Certificates, 1903-1935% at FamilySearch — How to Use this Collection; Index and images
* 1926-1995 Texas Births, 1926-1995(7 at MyHeritage — index ($)

Marriage |edit! edit source |

1802-2010 Texas, United States Marriages 2 at Findmypast — index ($)
1814-2011 Texas Marriage Collection (2 at Ancestry — index ($)

1837-1965 Texas, County Marriage Records, 1837-19652 at FamilySearch — How to Use this Collection; Index and images

1837-1977 Texas, County Marriage Index, 1837-1977 2 at FamilySearch — How to Use this Collection; Index and images
1837-1977 Texas Select County Marriage Index(? at Ancestry — index ($)

1966-2016 Texas Marriages and DivorcesZ at MyHeritage — index ($)

Death [edit| edit source |

1890-1976 Texas Deaths, 1890-1976 2 at FamilySearch — How to Use this Collection; Index and images

1977-1986 Texas Deaths, 1977-1986 (2 at FamilySearch — How to Use this Collection; Index and images

Texas Court Records

United States = U.S. Court Records = Texas = Court Records

Online resources |edi edit source |

Texas, Court of Criminal Appeal Indexes, 1892-194712 ($)
Texas, Convict and Conduct Registers, 1875-194512 ($)
Texas, Memorials and Petitions, 1834-1929(2, (%), index
Black Sheep Ancestors Texas 7

- How to Use this Collection; index & images




GALVESTON
T E XAS Rosenberg Library Search

HISTORY CENTER

ABOUT Vv RESEARCH TOPICS v COLLECTIONS Vv DIGITIZED COLLECTIONS Vv MUSEUM CONTACT

Manuscripts
19 0 Storm Photographs & Postcards
Vertical Files
Maps
Newspapers
Periodicals

The Portal to Texas History Home Tour Aboutv Explore¥ Search v

Books & Rare Books

Oral Histories About This Issue

You Are Here: Home / Results / This Newspaper

s e Galveston Tribune. (Galveston, Tex.), Vol. 20, No. 255, Ed. 1 Friday, September 14,1900

Who

% One of 9,377 issues in Galveston Tribune (Galveston, Tex.) 1894-1964
€1900.09-13 2

Description

Daily newspaper from Galveston, Texas that includes
Search Inside

local, state, and national news along with advertising.

Search Inside

Physical Description

four pages : ill.; page 14 x 11 in. Scanned from physical
pages.

Creation Information

Creator: Unknown. September 14, 1900.

F—

‘ Jump to.. 4 | co“text

Show All Pages This newspaper is part of the collection entitled:

Read Now
Start Reading

Magnify First Page

Galveston County Area Newspaper Collection and was

Print & Share provided by the Rosenberg Library to The Portal to
Texas History, a digital repository hosted by the UNT
Libraries. It has been viewed 109 times. More

information about this issue can be viewed below.

Citations, Rights, Re-Use

Q (o}
Mapped Search

Citing This Issue

Responsibilities of Use
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EXxercise

Canyou think of any other records / *

documents which might not be
|mmed|ately obV|ous but could be used
|n this story?

Where would you have Morton start h|s
research? [assumlng he can t VISIt '
Texas]

Would ydu use DNA?

Could you brlng in photograph
analysis?

E
Would get Morton to start at the very

beginning — check the basic facts first (also
helps the reader to trust that I’'m not
holding something back!)

Get Morton to research the Galveston Storm
(for the reader’s benefit)

Get the client (Ernest Gorton’s great-
granddaughter) to take an Ancestry DNA
test (link to Germany)

Definitely use real newspapers / census /
vital records

Need to think about how my baddie gets
found out!



Assianment &

Part 1: Make a list of all potential genealogical records which could help your genealogist to solve

the mystery

Part 2: Write a scene where we see your main character using a genealogical record to help push
the case on

* Try and read some fellow students work and offer constructive criticism

* Name your document your name week 5 S S *
- Things to consider:
* Upload by Sunday if possible * Remember your work from the previous
- weeks regarding settmg, character &
~ dialogue . '

* Remember that some readers W|II not be

.~ familiar with the records you refer to

* Can you make this an ‘ahal’ moment or a
cliffhanger for your story? '



MATERIALS

Access course malerials,
assignment details,
PowerPoint slides and
video playback for each
session
(note: only available from the

dale of each live session)

Categories

Dashboard

FORUM RESOURCES

Interact with the wriling ’ 3 Y Y

1 Supporling materials for

group!
the course

All Posts My Posts

Week 5 Assignments 8

Following
Upload your work here

Week 4 Assignments 8

Following
Upload your 4 assignments in this folder

Week 3 Assignments &
Upload your work

Following

ASSIGNMENTS

Share your work with the
group. Comment on

olher people's work
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