


Session overview

Week 7 – Writing, Editing & Publishing your story

• Reminder of previous weeks’ learning

• Formatting & editing

• Publishing 

• Information on final submission



Your final manuscript…
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Your final manuscript…

Set-up

Resolution

Obstacle / 
cliffhanger

Research / 
investigation

Problem / 
revelation

Research / 
cliffhanger

Problem / 
revelation / 
minor twist

Research / 
major plot twist



Your final manuscript…



Your final manuscript…

• You’re going to achieve this by 
(usually) switching between two 
timelines.

• Past / present or past past / 
present present or in a way which 
works for you

• Modern narrative is usually driven 
forwards by the main genealogist 
character conducting genealogical 
research

• Past narrative is usually driven 
forwards by the characters and 
their story (tied around the 
central themes)



Your final manuscript…
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Your final manuscript… Show don’t tell!



Chapter lengths…

Prologue – 412 words
Ch.1 - 4,475
Ch.2 - 4,971
Ch.3 – 1,920
Ch.4 – 3,213
Ch.5 – 2,385
Ch.6 – 3,028
Ch.7 – 4,459
Ch.8 – 1,551
Ch.9 – 2,820
Ch.10 – 2,850
Ch.11 – 2,294
Ch.12 – 3,254

Ch.13 – 1,806
Ch.14 – 4,219
Ch.15 – 2,969



Book lengths…

Hiding the Past: 84,000

The Lost Ancestor: 100,000

The Orange Lilies (novella): 39,000

The America Ground: 95,000

The Spyglass File: 106,000

The Missing Man (novella): 49,000

The Suffragette’s Secret (short): 35,000

The Wicked Trade: 110,000

The Sterling Affair: 140,000

The Foundlings: 87,000

The Deserter’s Tale (novella): 40,000
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Your final manuscript…



The Future!



Book title…

• Don’t fret about it yet!
• Try and think of several ideas
• Ask other people’s opinions
• Use AI to help



Book title…

Legalities…

• General rule is that titles 
cannot be copyrighted, 
especially with common 
words / phrases

• Trademarks are a BIG no!



Make time to write…



Traditional or Self-Publish route?
Pros of self-publishing for me:

• Significantly higher royalties
• Complete creative freedom
• Protect own brand
• Flexibility (deadlines / future 

projects, etc)

Cons of self-publishing for me:

• All marketing / publicity is down to me (& my 
team)

• Advertising is down to me (& my team)
• Every aspect of publication / book covers / 

proof readers / editors, etc is down to me
• All of the above costs money!
• Harder to get in regular book stores
• Easier to get any of the above wrong!

Pros of traditional publishing for me:

• All marketing / publicity is done in-house (if they 
do it!)

• Expert teams for cover design / proofing / 
editing (but they still get it wrong)

• They cover the costs of everything (prior to 
paying out royalties)

• Easier access to book stores

Cons of traditional publishing for me:

• Significantly lower royalties
• They control your name and brand
• Vague commitments in contracts with regard to 

marketing and publicity 
• Usually tied to them for future books
• Spend 90% of their marketing budget on top 

10% of authors



Target reader



Self-publishing process…



Final submission!
Submit a piece of writing up to 5,000 words

• This can be whichever part of the story you like.

• If you want formatting suggestions, save document in Word format

• Try and read some fellow students work and offer constructive criticism

• Name your document your name final

• Deadline: Tuesday 26th November (6 weeks)

Things to consider:
• Everything you’ve learnt!







Any questions?
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