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Alms & Expectations of the course

e Understanding of the genre and key elements

* Get you writing (for pleasure or profit)

* Give you practical writing skills

* Write part of a genealogical crime mystery story
* Fun & enjoyable
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Introduction to Genealogical Crime Mysteries
Crafting Compelling Characters

The Art of Setting: Bringing the Past to Life
Dialogue & Interactions

Using Real Genealogy in Fiction

Unravelling the Past: Plotting your Mystery
Writing your own Genealogical Crime Mystery
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Exploring Genealogical Crime Mysteries: A Beginner's Writing Sep 1, 2024 - Oct 31, 2024
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About

Over this seven week course you will learn how to write

your own gencalogical crime mystery story. You will be Tue, Sep 3. 2024

lead and guided by experienced author, Nathan Dylan

Goodwin, through a range of practical sessions covering

setting, characterisation. dialogue and weaving genealogy

into your narrative. The course will have a live weekly Mysteries: Setting
session with modelling, examples, workshops and th

indi nments. Nathan will gi

formative feedback each week and summative feedback

on a final {up to) 3,000-word submission. Tue, Sep 10, 2024

‘rafting Compelling

Tue, Sep 17, 2024

Instructors The Art of Setting:

[ Bringing the Past to

Life
Nathan Dylan Goodwin —_—
Tue, Sep 24, 2024
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Session overview

Week 1 - Introduction to Genealogical Crime Mysteries: Setting the
Scene

» Understanding the genealogical crime mystery genre
 Exploration of key elements of the genre

» Case Study. Small group discussion. Individual writing task

» Assignment: Write a brief outline of a genealogical crime mystery

story
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Essential components of the
OEFE...

* A crime / mystery is involved, usually in the past

* Has to have a significant element of genealogy involved throughout
the story

* Genealogy / genealogist helps to solve the crime in a significant way
by the end of the book

* Main protagonist usually a genealogist working in the modern day

* Some level of personal story for the main protagonist
* Sometimes main protagonist(s) in the past narrative (if depicted)
* Sometimes somebody trying to stop the genealogist



Basic plot lines

Two hundred years ago a loyalist family fled to England to escape the American War of
Independence and seemingly vanished into thin air. American genealogist Jefferson
Tayte is hired to find out what happened.

Former police detective, Jayne Sinclair, now working as a genealogical investigator, is
commissioned by an adopted American billionaire to discover the identity of his real
father.

Esme Quentin is devastated when her sister Elizabeth is assaulted and left unconscious,
miles from her home. Two days later Esme discovers that Elizabeth has a secret past.




Basic plot lines

Peter Coldrick had no past; that was the conclusion drawn by years of personal and professional
research. Then he employed the services of one Morton Farrier...

When amateur family historian Peter Sefton buys the marriage certificate he sees on display in
an antiques arcade, little does he realise that it will lead him towards a potentially lucrative

discovery and a long-forgotten family secret.

As dawn breaks over London, the body of a young man is discovered in a Notting Hill
churchyard. The killer has left DCI Grant Foster and his team a grisly, cryptic clue. It's not until
the clue is handed to Nigel Barnes, a specialist in compiling family trees, that the full message
becomes spine-chillingly clear...




Common themes

* Adoption

* lllegitimate children

* Fake identity

* Missing person / artifact / treasure

* Concealed criminal activity — often murder

Most genealogical crime mysteries boil down to
this central theme:

Family secrets & hidden pasts
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A Morton Farrier, Forensic Genealogist Story

TheStenlmg Afiain

A'Genealogical Crime Mystery
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The National Archives

MI5 records | Festive treats | Suffrage season | 2017 in review
To: Nathan Dylan Goodwin,

Reply-To: The National Archives

) This message is from a mailing list.

‘A The National Archives

December's newsletter | View in a browser

‘Welcome to December's newsletter

It's the time of year when we look back over the past 12 months. Read on for a round
up of some of 2017's projects and plans we have for 2018.

This month, we also look at recently released MIS files, spedal gifts available from our
shop, and blogs and podcasts to keep you entertained over the festive period.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you and yours!

Caroline James
Editor

MI5; file release

Earlier this month, we made
available to the public previously
top secret files from the UK
Security Service, or MIS. Spanning
the Second World War and post-
war era up - to the mid-1960s -
they include files relating to a
range of intelligence agents,
suspected agents, and double
agents.

> Read more about this file
release

ngs are open for our new
season of events, including a film
screening and panel debate to
launch our Suffrage 100 season.
Keep an eye on our newsletters
for more information on this year-
long programme of events and
activities.

> 'Suffragette’ film
screening, 9 February 2018

> 'Did militancy help or
hinder the franchise'
Suffragette debate, 20

5 Move to...

B Inbox - mail@nathandyla ydwin.com 1 mber 201

MI5 file release

Earlier this month, we made
available to the public previously
top secret files from the UK
Security Service, or MI5. Spanning
the Second World War and post-war

era up - to the mid-1960s - they
include files relating to a range of
intelligence agents, suspected
agents, and double agents.

> Read more about this file
release

Unsubscribe
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Central theme

What family history mysteries
have you come across in your
research with the theme of

family secrets / hidden pasts?

 Adoption

* lllegitimate children

* Fake identity

* Missing person / artifact / treasure

 Concealed criminal activity — often
murder




Fivmlim stories




?loJrerQ % @@maaloqiml crime
mystery — Case Study

* The Great Galveston Storm

Cuba. Initially,

swing north-east ant

e daye, the storm caused heavy destructon in New Orleans,
and along the Louisiana and Mississipp! Coasts, but damage t0
o elegraph lines meant that it was not ‘widely reported-

On the morning of 8 September, a Storh warning was issued
in Galveston. At that time, forecasters giscouraged the use of
termssuch as tor e to avoid panicking residents.
The weather did not api icularly threatening, ant
nothing indicated the incoming stor ‘Would be unlike anything
Teruif Coast had seen before. Very fev/ residents heeded
the warning and evacuated. People went about their normal
Buginess until mid-afternoon, when reports began cir

that there was something that looked Uke 2 ‘great grey wall out
e Gulf, moving slowly towards the fsland-

ame ashore with an estimated strength
of 120 miles per hour blasted

the city at one point.
e cked buildings off their foundations, when they Were then
pounded to pieces by the surf-

he storm began to subside at daybreak the following day, but
e ity had been all but obliterated, with terrible loss of life-

. Over 3,600 homes
were destroyed an and 8,000 people died
G alveston Istand itself with a further 6,000 on the nearby

‘maintand.

% - S
The Manager of Western Union, Houston, sent a telegram to

the Chief of the U.S. Weather Bureau on the day after the
hurricane:

First news from Galveston just received by train that
could get no closer to the bay shore than 6 mi where the
prairie was strewn with debris and dead bodies. About
D00 corpses counted from the train. Large steamship
<tranded 2 mi inland. Nothing could be seen of Galveston.
Loss of (ife and property undoubtedly most appalling.
Weather clear and bright here with gentle southeast
wind.

Journal of One-Name studies

“To this date, the Galveston Storm remain® the deadiiest natural
gisaster in the United States history.

Victims
| was sent a link to the Galveston Historical Storm Death List,
which includes these names:

TICKLE, Herbert J. (S5 Avenue S vz between 59th & 60th)
TICKLE, Mrs. Herbert J.

TICKLE, child of Herbert J. (1)

TICKLE, child of Herbert J. (2)

TICKLE, Mrs. James ST

With this news, my search for Herbert Tickle ended. Herbert,
his wife, and his two children all met with tragic deaths in the
place his family had sought anevt ife. His mother, Ann Maria,
was also lost in the storm.

Who Was Left?

Having discovere: to Herbert, | wanted to
Koo what became of the rest of his family. | found that
Herbert's sister, Alice, and her family, and his_brother,
Joseph, and his family, were among ‘the survivors. There was
o sign of James Tickle Jnr.

On 24 November 1900, Joseph'’s wife gave birth to their third
child, who was named John Bennett Tickle - his middle name a
tribute to his grandmother, Ann Maria Bennett from Lancashire,
who had perished in the Galveston storm.

Tracing Descendants

Although | had found out much about this Tickle family, |
was no nearer identifying whether they were related to me.
" acided to try to find any descendants, to share details of
the lotters with them and to see if they could shed any light
on the possible relationship between our ancestors:

Using the 2000 Texas Phone and Address Directory | found
the names and addresses of several people with the surname
Tickle. Rather than write to all of them, | looked for the
most likely candidates. In many families, it seems to be the
matriarchs who know the most about family history, so | looked
for females with <old-fashioned’ names, indicating they might
be older.

received replies from twof the ladies | had written to. One of
them sent me a large package with family history information.
However, it transpired her Tickle ancestors had emigrated to
e US from Germany and were unconnected to Herbert.

The other person told me that she had passed the information
2nd coples of the letters to her nephew, whom she said was
A escendant of Joseph Tickle and had an interest in family
history. Unfortunately, | heard no more from him.

Postscript: Fast Forward Fifteen Years

During the early 2000, through my search for Herbert Tickle
and participation in online forums, | collected a lot of data
on Tickles in various places throughout the world, not only
those in Texas. My life then became very busy and | did little
family history until | retired in 2017.

* Fourth largest city

in Texas in 1900 with

a population of 37,788.
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Plotting a genealoy
mystery — Case Stin




3108 The path of desolation
great storm at Galveston Sopte




?loJrJri\A@ % @@vx@aloqical crime
mystery — Case Study

* How would | plot this story?

» Keep it simple and uncomplicated at
this stage

* You don’t need to know everything!

* Know my ‘story world’ is Galveston,
Texas, USA in September 1900

. - - » B4

y S & ) o —_ = "
- - - - > - n ! '.4,

e = ¥ 3 - P e Y ! . -

' = E " 4 | =

- - —— . —— t

109%0—Searching for the Dead smong the Rulns, Galveston,
Texas, U, 8. A.



Central thewmes — Family Secrets [ Hidden
Pasts

* Adoption

* lllegitimate children

* Fake identity

* Missing person / artifact / treasure

* Concealed criminal activity — often murder
* (or more than one of the above!)



naividual acﬁ\/\w

* Choose one theme and jot down Adoptlon

some ideas of how this could lll t
work in the Galveston Storm egltlmate Chl'dren

story. Keep it brief and don’t get Fake ldentlty .
bogged down with detail! MISSI
n ers
* Then choose a different theme tre g p On / artlfact /
and jot down some ideas about aSure v

this could work in the Galveston COnCealed o o
Storm story. f Cl’lmlnal aCt'V'tY ‘fi
O ten murder e

* Can you combine any themes?

or
* (You won’t be forced to share ( mor e than One Of the i
your notes!) abOVE') et e L
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e What would | do? AdOptlon i g

* A murder. Possibly someone ”'egltlmate chlldren
killed just before storm hit. Fake ldentlty S
Body found among the storm MlSSln er
victims. Detective suspicious. treasurgep SOn / art'faCt /

* A missing person. Someone COn e =
disappears that night cealed C”mma' aCt'V'tY =

often mu
* A valuable artefact that goes (Or rder
missing that night — presumed more than one of the
lost to the storm abovel) e



Basic plot lines

When esteemed forensic genealogist, Morton Farrier is called upon to investigate what
happened to a priceless artefact that disappeared on the night of the Great Galveston Storm in
1900, he is drawn into a world of murder, deception and fake identity...

What’s next?

RESEARCH!
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To write an outline for your own genealogical crime mystery

e Can be entirely fictional, from your own family history research or something found in the
archives

* Expand on your central theme(s). Who was murdered? Why? What was the missing artefact?
Who faked their identity? Why?

* Do some basic research on the ‘story world’ that allows you to expand on your central themes.
* Try and read some fellow students work and offer construct criticism

* Name your document your name week1

o Thmgs to consuder
Essential components of the genre e
s Central theme (What IS the famlly secret /
hidden past?) e j
. Where / when |s your sto ry wo rld? L ',{j’?"j:'{f"'iﬂ
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“You might not write well
every day, but you can always
edit a bad page.

You can't edit a blank page.”

- Jodi Picoult

FreedomWithWriting.com




